
New Day Baptist Church’s worship team recently 

had the joy of attending the Refuel Worship 

Conference at Bethel University in Mishawaka, 

Indiana—an annual rhythm of encouragement and 

growth that our team has been part of for the past 

10 years. With participants from both the 

Pendleton and Alexandria campuses, Refuel has 

become a meaningful opportunity to come 

together, worship, and return home strengthened 

for the work God has entrusted to us. 

Refuel is more than an event—it’s a time of 

refreshment and learning for everyone involved in 

leading worship. Vocalists, musicians, sound, and 

production team 

members all benefit 

f r o m  f o c u s e d 

training, practical 

breakout sessions, 

and the shared 
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Weather forecasters had been predicting it for 

several days: snow, wind, cold, making being 

outside or traveling dangerous. And, they were 

correct. The storm hit Indiana with the worst of it 

coming on Sunday. That left our churches in a 

dilemma about what to do for their usual Sunday 

services.  

All were concerned about the safety of their 

congregation. Some canceled services 

completely. Integris in Albany, Kingston Avenue in 

Anderson, Old Town Hill in Muncie, Redeemer in 

Anderson, and Remedy City in Muncie all reported 

closing for the day. New Day in Alexandria held 

their worship service at the church and had about 

20 people attend. Pastor Chris Hubler said it was 

not a problem with 4-wheel drive but encouraged 

people to stay safe and join them from home on 

Facebook or YouTube. Chris said he was 

surprised when Church Planting Catalyst, Doug 

Jividen, showed up for worship. Doug was in the 

area visiting family and said he knew Chris would 

have a worship service for any who could attend, 

so he did. New Day’s Muncie Campus also was 

open. Pastor Dale Trego did a Facebook live 

stream for those who couldn’t attend. North 

Delaware in Muncie, pastor Jim Marlow also did  

a Facebook live stream from home. The Muncie 

Chinese Christian Fellowship held a Zoom virtual 

worship service online with about 14-15 

attending. Each church’s desire was to honor 

God and meet the needs of their unique 

congregations. 

New Day Attends Refuel Worship Conference 

By Tami Hubler 

Winter Storm Affects ECBA Churches 
 

a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r 

churches. Each year, 

our team comes away 

with new skills, fresh 

ideas, and renewed 

hearts—reminded that 

excellence in worship 

leadership is rooted 

not only in preparation, 

but in abiding in Christ. To learn more, go to 

refuelconference.com. 
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Dr. Ron Ross 

As we watch the national news on the network of our 
choice, we see the arrest of people from other nations that 
have not yet sought citizenship in America. Many of those 
arrested have sought asylum in our country for a variety of 
reasons - especially for safety. That was the type of 
people Peter was writing in the early A.D. 60’s, as he 
penned a couple letters to those who fled to modern day 
Turkey. His readers were Christians who fled Israel for 
their safety. They were termed "aliens" of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 
 
As you consider the recipients of First and Second Peter, 
attempt to put yourself in the place of an “alien." Socially, 
you would have spoken a different language from those 
around you. You probably had no local friends, 
employment was probably nonexistent, not to add any 
health problems. These Christians were emotionally low, 
and Peter is led to share a message of hope with these 
despondent members of Christ's Body. 
 
Peter's very first paragraph begins with the reality that they 
had been "…chosen according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to 

obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood:" (1 
Peter 1.1-2). First, notice the mention of the Trinity and 
their individual and corporate works in a completed work. 
For most Christians, the concept of salvation is limited to 
being justified through the process of the new birth; an 
evidence we understand so little about the doctrine of 
soteriology.  
 
Soteriology is the doctrine of the study of salvation. 
Volumes have been written on this doctrine throughout the 
history of the Church, and yet ignorance prevails on this 
crucial topic. So many professing Christian believe they 
were given a choice in their salvation, which is contrary to 
this passage, as well as Ephesians 1.4. Salvation is a gift 
of God; therefore, it is not chosen nor earned. These 
"alien" believers had to be reminded of God's design in 
respect to the doctrines of justification, sanctification and 
glorification (doctrines explained in Paul's Letter to the 
Roman Church). 
 
Our national news programs can enable us to see 
firsthand how we and others treat the "alien." Something to 
ponder on these cold days! 

Upcoming Events In March 

March 12—6:00 p.m., Semi-Annual 

Meeting at Old Town Hill Baptist 

Church, 3000 S Burlington Dr., 

Muncie IN 47302.Fellowship Meal at 

6:00 PM 

SBC Emphasis for March 

March 1 - 8 —North American Mission 

Board Week of Prayer & Annie 

Armstrong Offering  

March 22 —Church Planting Emphasis 

We do not have any birthdays or 

anniversaries in March. Please pray for 

all of our pastors, their wives, and 

families. 

 

Halteman Village Charter Member Passes Away 

Shared by Jon Nichols 

Betty Coffey, a charter member of Halteman Vil-

lage Baptist Church, passed away Sunday De-

cember 7 in the care of hospice staff at Ball Hos-

pital. Betty attended the Bible study at a home on 

Oakwood Avenue in Muncie that became the 

Church on October 2, 1960. Her husband, Hoyt, 

worked for Joe Halteman, the developer of the 

neighbor-

hood who 

gave the 

land for the 

building. Betty was on the 50th anniversary 

committee in 2010 and stated she wouldn't 

be able to be on the 60th anniversary com-

mittee because she wouldn't be alive. How-

ever, in 2020, she spent each Sunday in 

October showing people items in the display 

for the 60th anniversary. After Halteman 

Village ceased meeting she began attend-

ing North Delaware Baptist Church which 

had been a Church plant from Halteman 

Village. 



Pee Wee Basketball for 3-5 year olds  

every Saturday in February at 10 AM 

at Redeemer Baptist Church in 

Anderson 
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ECBA Profit and Loss Statement for December 2025 

ECBA Balance Report December 2025 

Redeemer Ladies 

Begin Bible Study on 

“Having a Mary Spirit” 

Redeemer’s Ladies Bible Study began 

studying “Having a Mary Spirit” by 

Joanna Weaver on January 12. The 12

-week Bible study looks at the Biblical 

Marys and others whose experience 

with God changed their lives. The 

study points to a lasting transformation 

and encourages a cry to God, “Lord, 

whatever it takes, make me like You!”  

The ladies meet every Monday 

morning at 10:00 am at the church. 

This Bible study draws not only women 

in the church but women from other 

churches. All women are welcome to 

join this class at any time. 

The group finished up “The Miracle 

and Marvel of Advent” in early 

December just in time for Christmas. 

As has been their custom, an in-

between-studies luncheon was held 

once the study was completed. 

Redeemer’s Ladies Bible Study group held their 

in-between Bible studies luncheon in December 

at the Anderson Grill. Inclement weather 

resulted in a much smaller than usual group but 

it was still a good time of fellowship and fun. 
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Don’t Forget!! 
ECBA Semi-Annual Meeting 

Thursday, March 12, 2026 

Old Town Hill Baptist Church 

3000 S Burlington Drive 

Muncie IN 47302 

Fellowship Meal 6:00 PM 

Meeting 7:00 PM 

http://www.theecba.org/
http://www.facebook.com/East.Central.Baptist.Association
http://twitter.com/EastCentralBapt

